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ABSTRACT 

Two library use studies at Harcun Junior College are 
include'5 in this document. The first report presents records gathered 
iurir.q four representative two-week, non-exanination periods fron 
1967 to 1974, which show that a daily average of 19% of the students 
used *he library. Tn 1974, however, average daily library use was 
29%, alaost double that of the prior three saaple periods (15*) and 
half again greater than the average rate (19%) for all four sample 
periods; this is attributed to the fact that instructors are now 
giving examinations on required reading. The ratio of number of books 
circulated per stude:^t averaged 18:1 and the yearly 
collection-usage-rate averaged 45% during the past four academic 
years. The second report present- a comparative analysis of library 
circulations by sub:)ect category for five academic years, 1969-70 
through 1972-71. Largest circulation categories reflect courses which 
ar^ r'^qulred of many students. Thus, literature, children's books, 
anl social science books are the most frequently circulated because 
'nalish is a core requirement for all programs offered. Early 
Childhood Education has been until quite recently the largest single 
c'lrricul'ii offered, and social science courses are core requirements 
for '•^ *-he 26 programs offered at the college. (DC) 
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Use of Mirciun Library 

L IVricJicilly since 1967 indicative records have been generated reflecting library 
nr'tff>x by iijrcum students. These are summarized below, and indicate library use during 
i cprcseiitjci vc t'v'wo-vveek, non- examination periods in the months of September, October 
arnl t V bi nary. The percentages reported are the portion of tlie total student body using the 
i.orary during tiic sampled pcriodj. 

Tible I: 





Month/ Yo;ir 


Average Dnily Percentage 


St-prember 19o7 




Scptt;mber 19C9 ' 


2(V7o 1 


February I97G 




October 1974 




Average 


19% ; 



Lvidoiicc garhorciJ ovc^r a span of almost 35 ycnrs has revealed that only a minoiity 
Ui ^iUritrnts actually make use of their campus libraries. As Jain & Duwesse noted in their 
r/^S Report on a Statistical Study of Book Use, Supplemented with a Bibliography of Library 
L Siudies" (ERIC Research in Education. Vol. 3. No. 9. Sept. 1968)» there has been 

untm j evidence over the years that the notion of the academic library being the ''heart 
'■ 'I ri;c campus" is one of America's higher education myths. 

A:3 Hov/'ird Clayton noted in '*The Unacademic Library*' (College & University. 
. ;i 1 yo7: Vol. 43, No. 1) the library, as the **heart of tJie campus'* suffers from v;ide- 

-.pLV<ni.l lack of use wiiich he l:)elieves to be particularly regrettable^ "for the library 

tiie ouiy place where the student can come in contact v/ith the tools and material.j thpt 
ir- At t sy^itematic methodj of intellectual problem-solving. " Unfortunately, as Clayton 

c nckidcj "some teaciiers believe their teachiiig is so inspired that this alone causes 

r*r ,r-AU.s to do exhaustive independent reading.'* 

;i'l^tibi7, such Is not tlic case, for. ... "considerable evidence accumulated ovei' 
, . i'Ju' oi 25 ycai*^:. (Gaskiil. ii. V.. 1934: "An Analytical 5Jtudy of the Use of a ( 
i..»./-ii'y.' Library QuaLicrly. IV. Ocrobcv r^34; pp 564-587 to Lieberman. Irving 19^j* 

i...'r iric3 i Museums", Encyclopedia oi Educational Ke.srarch, 3rd edition, Cj)»:^srpr V/. 
. • LLir., editor. Nev/ York, MacmilJan Co. 1960 pp. 77U-777). as well as counfii N ; c^ser va - 
ti 'i.s r>y numerous librarians, reveals tliat itemr^ o»i requi r ed rcarling Ustr^ are vi T-rudllv 
V r r-Md unler>3 nn in^uructor iiolds permdic examiaarions on the contents ". (IKK 69 -h). 

In viev of rhe above-clt^l factj^, it is partirularly gratifying to nof^ that during thbj 
c -.rrc..r ademic y^- ar the avetfi^e v/eckday library use is almost double that of the prior 
-ree s.ij,..hV p^^rj'nl'i and Is half H>(ala K^^arer than the rag^^ rnfe ( 19^) for thr 

i .a:..,nH :,ei lo'i j i\( T^d In "iHoie I! It in a lurrlier hopeful expectation that instruerors 
c .rf wrly do hold periodic examinations on the comedy of required reading listn. and that 
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l^rcum improved rate will continue to be charactcrisiic of Uie Ubrary-use rate at 

tU.. ^ iT^'''' dimension of library use is to be found in monthly circulation statistics. 
Expressed in terms of yearly student populations, the ratios of number of books circulated 

llli^^fT.'^T^!^' ^ y^"" ^ substantial stability, averaging a 

ratio of 18 books circulated per student. 

Table 2: - Ratio of Books Circ ula ted/Student 

i970-7l 1_971;7"2 1972-73 1973-74 

Ratios = 16:1 iq^T- -75— 

7. An additional 'positive' statistic relating to usage of Haroim's kanUog resource 
center is noted in the yearly collection-usage -rate which averaged 45$^. 

Table 3. - Libra r)^_CQUectloi i-usagc-rate 

i970-71 197 1-72 1972-73 1973-74 

Usage rate =47% 41% : - ""43% ~"39%^ — 

8. Ctespite the fact that considerable numbers of books per student have been circulated 
throughout these four academic years (Table 2). the collection -usage -rate (Table 3) 'peaked' 
in 1970-71. However, since the collection-usagc-rate in each of the three subsequent vears 
was less than 1970-71. and books circulated per student was higher than the 1970-71 rate, 
this is mterprcted to mean that although fewer books within tlie total collection were 
circulated, these were utihzc d more often in the latter three academic years. 

9. In summary, the following tfu-ee general conclusions are drawn: 

(1) The average weekly use of the library during non-examir.ation 
periods by Harcum students evidenced a healthy increase since 
1970-71; particularly noteworthy in academic 1973-74. 

(2) Following academic 1970-71. a sustained increase is noted in books 
circulated per student. 

(3) The library collection-usagc-rate throughout tliis 4 year period 
has averaged a healthy 45;^ 

10. Further long-range trends in flarcum's learning resource center utilization will 
bo reported in future indicative records documents. 



noris Bl.ii. jr..( Ld. D. 
Dirtctor. [n^itliutlonal RcsL.irch OctoiKT 1974 
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1. In IRR 74-27r"TJse^f H;»rcum Ubrary". three general conclusions were drawn- 
CD The average weekly use of ihe Ubrary during non-examination periods 

by Harcum students evidenced a healthy increase since 1970-71; 
particularly noteworthy in 1973-74. 

(2) Following academic 1970-71. a sustained increase is noted in books 
circulated per student, 

(3) The library coUection-usage-rate throughout this 4-year period has 
areraged a healthy 45%. 

Further lonj-range trends in Harcum's learning resource center utilization 
will be reponed in future indicative records documents. " 

2. This report addresses itself to one such dimension of library operations — a 
detailed comparative analysis of library circulations for ihe 5 academic years 1159-70 
throu-h 1972-73. This will permit rather specific and detailed comparisons to be made 
by individual faculty members as veil as adminlstrativo/staff personneL All percentages 
reported in Table 1 are rounded off and refer to the number of circulations of the particular 
area compared to the total circulations that academic year. 

3. The areas in Table I are listed in descending order of frequency of total circulations 
for the five-year period, thus revealing the oreatest referral-usage among the Harcum 
students. The table 'further reveals that the ratio of books circulated per student has 
varied from a ' low" of 13/student in 1969-1970 to a 'high" of 19:1 in 1972-1973, v ith an 
avcra-c over tlie five academic years of 17:1. This is considered to be a snbstantial. 
sustained usage -rate. 

4. For any of the academic years 1970-71 through 1973-74, to determine the actual 
number of volumes circuiated within any of the 13 categcries. one need only multiply the 
perccnta-c number appearing in any ceU by the grand total circulation for that year. 

5. Scannin- Table I thrc^j.-^hcut this Gvc academic years period, there is evident a 
generally stable pattern of percenrarre usage within each of the 13 listed areas. The 
greatest varinbihty in usa-c is noted in Children's hooks (9%) - from 19^ to 18%; closely 
fo||ov i:<} by Uteraturv 'j: from 32 " to 24^^. The least -ariation is noted in borh 
Lan' ua;^c & General '//ork.s; some .3,^. 

6. As Table I furrhrr reveals, durlnf^ this five academic years period the lar^rest 
y sln.-jle area of library collection circulation was Literature {2o7o). This is to be anticipated 
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at Harcum as English is a core requirement for ail programs offered. Early Childhood 
Educatioa. unUl the introducUon of the /nimal Technician program in 1972, consistently 
was the largest single cuiriculum offered. This fact undcubttdly is reflected in the 
second highest percentage of circulations - Children's books (24^^), 

J- , Social Service '•majors" at Harcum are a small percentage of enrollment 

(5.o). circulations of social science books is the third largest category among these 13 
"^^K-^ !n / ''^'^^'^ reflects the fact that social science courses are core requirements 
withm 17 of the 26 programs of study currently offered by the College, 



Table !. Library Collection Circulations - by Areas: 1969-70 throu.>;h 1973 



__C<U££ory 



Literature (SCO) 
Children's books 
3oc. Science (3C0) 
Philosophy (ICO) 
Applied Scici.ce (6CC) 
Fiction 

Pure Science (5C0) 
History (900) 
Fine Arts (7C0) 
urography (920) 
Rcii^on (200) 
Lan^agc (400) 
Gen. V orks (COO) 



CrancI T'italJ 
CircuLtion<? 




48, 1S4 



8,203 10,096 10,610 



10, 125 ; 9, 148 



Books Circulated 
Stiident ratio 



17:1 



13:1 



16:1 18:1 19:1 ' 18:1 



3, Cotipijd V rh the three s^cneral conclusions noted in parar^aph 1 nbovc, as Table I 
reveals, on the averac:c 9637 books ar.nually have been circulated during the five academic 
ycarc; l%9-7( throur^h lv73-74 — a very substantial usage-rate of 17 volumes per sradcnt 
per year. 
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